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Nearly half of all renters in the United States keep pets, yet there are a far smaller percentage of properties that actually allow pets. The Humane Society cites “moving” and “landlord won’t allow” as the two most common reasons that animals are dropped off at its shelters. Between six and eight million animals are dropped off at shelters each year.  Less than half of these animals are adopted.
Successful renting to residents with pets requires screening for responsible pet owners. Many properties refuse to accept pets because of the noise, destruction and nuisance created by irresponsibly kept animals. Most owners and property managers can tell or have heard horror stories about pets. Here are some guidelines the Humane Society has established to encourage responsible pet ownership and establish a pet-friendly property:
· Establish reasonable limits on the number of animals based on the size of the dwelling and the activity level of the animals.

· Allow only traditional animals in your rental home or apartment community.

· Require that all resident dogs, cats, rabbits and ferrets be sterilized before six months of age.

· Animals should be kept under control at all times and on a leash/harness when outside of the home.

· Require that cats and dogs be licensed and up-to-date on vaccinations and wear collars including up-to-date identification.

· Create a written set of policies for pet owners to follow to responsibly keep their pets.

· Approved pet owners should sign a pet addendum.

· Require a reasonable supplementary security deposit.

· Have current residents notify you when they acquire a pet.
Accepting pets can greatly benefit a property. Responsible pet owners are usually willing to pay more and tend to stay longer. In addition, responsible pet owners are more likely to be responsible residents due to the scarcity of pet-friendly properties. Research has also proven that allowing pets fosters goodwill with residents which should always be a goal.

